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10	  January	  2015	  
	  
	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  
	  
John	  Clements	  has	  been	  employed	  at	  Shanghai	  Community	  International	  School	  (SCIS)	  since	  August	  
2014.	  SCIS	  is	  large	  international	  school	  with	  a	  diverse	  student	  population.	  The	  school	  is	  fully	  
accredited	  by	  the	  Western	  Association	  of	  Schools	  and	  Colleges.	  Mr.	  Clements’	  teaching	  assignment	  
at	  SCIS	  encompasses	  English	  Language	  Arts	  in	  Grades	  7	  and	  8	  and	  one	  section	  of	  ESOL	  Language	  Arts	  
which	  contains	  students	  from	  all	  middle	  school	  grades.	  	  
	  
Mr.	  Clements	  demonstrates	  robust	  content	  knowledge	  in	  his	  subject	  area	  and	  is	  particularly	  
passionate	  about	  language	  usage.	  Within	  his	  classroom,	  Mr.	  Clements	  has	  high	  standards	  for	  his	  
students	  and	  holds	  them	  accountable	  for	  their	  learning.	  Due	  to	  a	  career	  change,	  Mr.	  Clements	  is	  a	  
relatively	  new	  teacher.	  Since	  joining	  SCIS,	  he	  has	  been	  committed	  to	  expanding	  his	  repertoire	  and	  
incorporating	  evidenced	  based	  techniques	  into	  his	  teaching	  practice	  and,	  as	  a	  result,	  has	  become	  a	  
more	  well	  rounded	  educator.	  	  
	  
Alongside	  his	  day-‐to-‐day	  work	  within	  the	  classroom,	  Mr.	  Clements	  has	  been	  involved	  in	  other	  
aspects	  of	  the	  community.	  He	  has	  supervised	  and	  coached	  various	  extra-‐curricular	  activities	  and	  has	  
participated	  in	  professional	  development	  opportunities	  to	  expand	  his	  repertoire	  of	  teaching	  
strategies.	  	  
	  
	  Mr.	  Clements	  also	  comes	  with	  an	  extensive	  background	  in	  web-‐based	  communications.	  He	  
effectively	  uses	  web-‐based	  teaching	  materials	  with	  his	  students	  and	  has	  been	  a	  welcomed	  resource	  
for	  his	  colleagues,	  
	  
I	  would	  recommend	  Mr.	  Clements	  for	  an	  English	  language	  teaching	  position.	  He	  would	  also	  be	  well	  
suited	  for	  a	  position	  in	  IT	  or	  in	  the	  development	  of	  web-‐based	  communications	  –	  working	  for	  the	  
school	  or	  with	  students.	  If	  you	  would	  like	  further	  discussion	  or	  clarification,	  please	  contact	  me.	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

	  

	  
	  
Tina	  Santilli	  
Middle	  School	  Principal	  
Shanghai	  Community	  International	  School	  
Email:	  tsantilli@scischina.org	   	  
Phone:	  +86	  21-‐6261-‐4338	  	  





	  

            
   
      

  

12 February 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Bill Delbrugge and I am the Senior Education Officer for Esol Education, a group 
of schools located across the Mediterranean, Northern Africa, and the Middle East. John 
Clements worked for me at the American International School in Egypt from 2010 to 2013.  
 
During his time with us, John was responsible for creating and aligning curriculum for our 
middle school English students. He was also responsible for a working with staff to compile 
and present documentation for our accreditation renewal.  
 
While in Egypt, John developed strong relationships with students, parents, and staff. His 
web-based teaching methods gave students and parents access to him and the curriculum at 
all times. His work on the accreditation committee was professional and on-point: he 
researched, compiled, and presented all required paperwork in a timely and professional 
fashion.  
 
I think the most important aspect of John’s teaching was his commitment to his students. In 
an effort to aid and support them, he created videos for each of his lessons and loaded them 
on his website, where he read the entire lesson for the student and walked them through it 
step-by-step.  
 
John’s attention to detail, professionalism, and student-centered caring would make him a 
fine candidate for any position requiring administrative responsibility for student programs. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if I may provide additional information about John’s classroom 
experiences or his leadership potential. 
 
Educationally Yours, 
 
 
Bill Delbrugge  
 
 



Mary	  Jean	  Russell	  PhD.	  
1500	  North	  12th	  Ste	  11	  
Arlington,	  VA	  22209	  

Mjrussell53@webster.edu	  	  -‐	  	  202.550.1909	  
	  

	  
	  
I	  am	  writing	  this	  support	  letter	  for	  John	  Clements.	  I	  am	  the	  Senior	  Humanitarian	  Envoy	  in	  
Washington	  D.C.	  for	  Wings	  of	  Hope,	  headquartered	  in	  St.	  Louis.	  
	  
John	  was	  integral	  in	  establishing	  numerous	  communications	  processes,	  both	  
internally	  and	  externally,	  for	  our	  worldwide	  efforts.	  Additionally,	  he	  managed	  
several	  important	  research	  projects	  in	  South	  America	  and	  Africa.	  Wings	  of	  Hope	  
has	  relationships	  with	  many	  marginalized	  countries	  such	  as	  Congo,	  Ethiopia,	  
Paraguay	  and	  Kenya.	  John	  has	  developed	  the	  process	  of	  maintaining	  successful	  
communications	  with	  these	  regions	  and	  has	  been	  a	  key	  element	  of	  our	  success.	  
These	  projects	  required	  on	  site	  investigation	  of	  physical	  plants,	  financial	  
histories,	  and	  community	  impact	  of	  organizations	  that	  were	  seeking	  to	  work	  with	  
Wings	  of	  Hope.	  John	  is	  highly	  skilled	  at	  the	  nuances	  of	  the	  various	  components	  of	  
human	  communication	  and	  interaction.	  
	  
He	  also	  developed	  the	  reporting	  techniques	  and	  process	  for	  internal	  
communications	  and	  electronic	  media	  to	  a	  high	  quality.	  This	  was	  one	  of	  the	  key	  
elements	  to	  Wings	  of	  Hope	  being	  nominated	  several	  times	  for	  the	  Nobel	  Peace	  
Prize.	  He	  has	  been	  a	  valued	  member	  of	  this	  worldwide	  organization.	  
	  
Additionally,	  his	  teaching	  efforts	  internationally	  and	  locally,	  give	  him	  broad	  
perspective	  regarding	  education	  and	  interaction	  with	  diverse	  societies	  at	  all	  
levels.	  
	  
He	  is	  an	  exemplary	  communications	  administrator	  in	  every	  capacity.	  
	  
Please	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me	  at	  202.550.1909	  for	  further	  information.	  	  
	  
Thank	  you,	  
	  
Dr.	  Mary	  Jean	  Russell	  
	  



It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for John Clements. I 
had the pleasure of working with John at American International School Egypt during 
2012 – 2014. John was also the middle school, Language Arts teacher for my daughter, 
and I can speak firsthand to his professionalism and dedication towards his students. I 
have great respect for him as a fellow teacher, especially for the strong qualities he brings 
to his class and to the school. 
 
As a classroom teacher, John is extremely organized and goal-oriented. He puts a lot of 
time and effort into planning and creating class curriculum, often meeting with grade-
level colleagues or conferring with the curriculum coordinator to help produce team-
created plans. He sets very high standards for his class and helps his students to achieve 
their very best. Routines such as displaying overviews of each lesson for the students, 
organizing group activities that require students to learn and then teach class material to 
their fellow classmates, and fostering independent learning are just some of the excellent 
methods John consistently employs in his daily lessons. He has an excellent 
understanding of the developmental and instructional needs of all students, regardless of 
culture. It is common to find students hanging around the room of “Mr. Clements” 
outside of classroom periods, which is a true testament to the partnership he builds with 
his students.  
 
As well as his close rapport with colleagues, John also provides strong communication 
and outreach with the families he serves. I can honestly say that John is one of the most 
organized, progressive, transparent teachers I have ever worked with or have had teach 
my own child. John uses current technology trends to ensure all students and families 
have the information they need to succeed. He has a wonderful ability to build 
international partnerships beyond the confines of the classroom. 
 
John has an enormous amount of energy.  He is hard working, highly organized, friendly, 
personable, responsible, and compassionate.  He is extremely well organized, thorough in 
his planning, and follows through on necessary tasks.   
 
I have enjoyed the professional and personal opportunity of working alongside John. He 
is a solid performer whose multi-leveled communication skills allow him to work 
cohesively with parents, teachers, students, and larger community alike. Attributes such 
as punctuality, being highly organized, flexibility, and his leadership qualities make him 
an outstanding person on staff. John has sought out international teaching experiences to 
expand and challenge his own understanding of the traits needed to be a successful leader 
for international students. He would be a tremendous asset to any position, and I feel 
confident he could easily adapt his skills for any employment he so chooses. His 
successful and productive experiences working at American International School Egypt, 
with faculty and students from around the world, demonstrate his ability and desire to 
promote international partnerships in an academic setting.  
 
I am happy to serve as a reference for Mr. John Clements, 
 
-- Mrs. Merrian S. Gagnon, mgagnon@aisc.ac.cy 



Reference Form

To Whom It May Concern:

It is with pride that I write to you in recommendation of John Clements. His work for me has always 
been exemplarity. Though I do not look forward to losing a valuable employee, I know that it has been 
the dream of both John and his wife Margaret to teach overseas. I wish them the best of luck. 

John’s technological capabilities have served our department well. Outside of his regular duties as a 
policy administrator, he has also developed several online information security educational courses; 
organized three corporate-wide information security events; been an invaluable asset to other 
departments; and been in charge of many large, long-term projects designed to reduce waste and 
increase audit documentation consistency.
I have seen John address our corporate body, which consists of more than 2,000 employees and 
executives. He conducts himself extremely professionally. He does his homework before going into a 
meeting and his organizational skills are spot on.

As I write this, I know that I may soon be losing an employee whose skill set will be expensive to 
replace. But I know that John has diligently pursued his teaching certification and MAT degree during 
the course of the past four years. I hope he finds success in that new field. 

I highly recommend him. He will be a great teacher some day.

Regards,

Steven Grzybinski
Information Security Department Manager
First Banks, Inc.

Letter of reference for: John Clements

I Steven Grzybinski verify that I am the author of the above letter of recommendation.  I understand 
that school recruiters may call to verify the information contained here.  Signed Date:  11/18/2009

Writer's Name
Position/Title
School/Organization
City/State
Office Telephone 

UNI Overseas Placement Service for Educators, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0390

Home/Weekend

Manager, Information Security Department

Steven Grzybinski

First Bank

St. Louis, MO

314 592-8477 314 283-2394





Reference Form

To whom it may concern:

I have known John Clements for more than ten years, both professionally and personally. John and I 
have worked closely for several years at First Bank. We are also business partners in Amateur Design, 
a web development business we started in 2004. 

John is a detail oriented individual; he strives for consistency and excellence. Perhaps his most 
useful skill is his ability to listen, interpret, and understand our clients’ needs. His input and 
analyses have been extremely useful in group and collaborative situations.

I have worked with some of the most creative individuals, and John certainly ranks among them. John 
also has the unique ability to take and use criticism. In our line of business it is imperative that 
creativity be balanced with utilitarian solutions, and that is what John brings our clients: the 
ability to design fun and provocative solutions that meet the needs of our clients.

I know that John has worked steadfastly to earn his teaching certification and his MAT. For the past 
five years not a day has gone by that teaching hasn’t been part of our daily discussions. I know that 
he is eager to get into the classroom and put his ideas to the test. 

I have complete confidence that “Mr. Clements” will become a good teacher, and that John will be an 
asset to your team.

Good luck!

Christian Rusteberg
VP and Operations Analyst Manager
First Bank

Letter of reference for: John Clements

I Christian Rusteberg verify that I am the author of the above letter of recommendation.  I understand 
that school recruiters may call to verify the information contained here.  Signed Date: 11/24/2009

Writer's Name
Position/Title
School/Organization
City/State

Office Telephone 

UNI Overseas Placement Service for Educators, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0390

Home/Weekend

Christian Rusteberg

VP and Operations Analyst Manager

First Bank

St. Louis MO

314-592-8313 314-644-4306












